
HUMBERSIDE NETBALL JUNIOR LEAGUES- 
CODE OF CONDUCTS 

 
 
Our Codes of Conduct requires the highest standards of conduct from everyone involved in 
netball to ensure that their behaviour and actions meet the values and standards expected at all 
times. Everyone must conduct themselves in an honest, fair, impartial and transparent manner. 
Our Codes of Conduct are applicable to all aspects of the Sport and are driven by England 
Netball’s cultural behaviours and the guiding principles.  
 
 

TEAM OFFICIALS  

1.​ Team Officials  

●​ Each team can have up to 5 team officials. These will include a Level 1/2 Coach (lead 
coach), Team Manager, Safeguarding Officer and at least one First Aider.  

●​ Team officials must be over the age of 18 or accompanied by a team official who is 
over the age of 18.  

●​ A minimum of 2 adults (over 18) must be present on the bench for the duration of the 
match.  

●​ A first aider can be either your Lead Coach or Team manager and they must have up 
to date training.  

●​ Must support, encourage and respect  all players on the squad.  
●​ Must show support and respect to all Match Officials.  
●​ If parents/carers are witnessed not respecting officials/ players at any matches the 

umpires, coaches and bench have the right to ask the parent/carer to leave the 
premises until the match is over. If this does happen please leave quietly and calmly 
without causing any more issues. A conversation around your behaviour can be had 
afterwards, if so wished. This must be also be reported to Polly Booth Junior Lead 
Secretary within 7 days of the match via email only hcna.juniorsec@outlook.com  

Please read the Junior League Rules for further guidance on these roles.  

2.​ Safeguarding Officers   

●​ A safeguarding officer can not be the team coach or team manager.  
●​ You must have completed the safeguarding qualification provided by England Netball 
●​ SO must be safeguard the team players and U18 umpire for your team 
●​ Must be up to date with safeguarding training and keep on top of this 
●​ Send your certification to the club secretary.  
●​ Any safeguarding concerns that can not be dealt with at club level must be reported to 

Polly Booth Junior Lead Secretary within 7 days of the match via email only 
hcna.juniorsec@outlook.com  

●​ If parents/carers or other team officials are witnessed not respecting officials/ players 
at any matches the umpires, coaches and bench have the right to ask the parent/carer 
to leave the premises until the match is over. If this does happen please leave quietly 
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and calmly without causing any more issues. A conversation around your behaviour 
can be had afterwards, if so wished. This must be also be reported to Polly Booth 
Junior Lead Secretary within 7 days of the match via email only 
hcna.juniorsec@outlook.com  

 
 
See EN safeguarding policies for further information using the link 
https://help.centre.englandnetball.co.uk/wiki/spaces/EKC/pages/366706701/Safeguarding+Po
licies+and+Documents?_gl=1*s9p9hc*_ga*MTA3MzQ3NDEyNC4xNzM1NTcxNDA5*_ga_HC
0K26JQCM*czE3NjYzMjg3NDEkbzMkZzEkdDE3NjYzMjg3NTgkajQzJGwwJGgw  

MATCH OFFICIALS  

3.​ OFFICIALS  

●​ Affiliation and Compliance: Umpires must be affiliated with England Netball (EN) and 
comply with all rules, regulations and requirements of the sport, including those of 
leagues and competitions in which they officiate i.e. Humberside Junior Winter League 
and Humberside County Netball Association Open Age Winter League. 

●​ Umpires are expected to be suitably attired and wear neutral colours wherever 
possible. 

●​ Umpires should ensure that their fitness (mental and physical) level is suitable for the 
standard /level of the game they are umpiring. Fitness is essential to facilitate good 
positioning, timing and vision. The umpire should ensure they maintain a position just 
ahead of play and are able to arrive at the goal line as the ball arrives in the goal circle 
and run back to the centre third to blow their whistle for centre pass without holding up 
play.  

●​ It is the responsibility of the Umpires to complete all safety checks prior to and during 
the game, this includes assessment of the court, court surround and players. 

●​  Respect and Integrity: Umpires are expected to respect the rights, dignity and worth 
of all individuals involved in netball, regardless of their background. They must 
conduct themselves in a manner that upholds the integrity of the sport. 

●​ Impartiality and Fairness: Umpires must officiate consistently, independently and 
impartially, ensuring that the rules of the game are applied fairly and that player safety 
is prioritised.Umpires must not attempt to influence the outcome of a match through 
any means. 

●​  Self-Control and Professionalism: Umpires should exercise self-control and avoid any 
form of verbal, emotional or physical abuse towards players, coaches or spectators. 
The Umpire should refrain from using language or tone of voice which is deemed as 
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rude, offensive or aggressive. They must maintain a professional demeanor at all 
times. 

●​ Continuous Development: Umpires are required to maintain their knowledge of the 
game by attending appropriate and approved courses, or by accessing mentoring 
available through HCNA. It is the responsibility of the umpire to ensure they stay up to 
date with the latest rules and regulations and that these are applied appropriately. 

●​  Social Media Conduct: Umpires must not use social media to bring the game into 
disrepute or make inappropriate comments about others involved in the sport. 

4.​ TECHNICAL OFFICIALS (SCORERS/TIMEKEEPERS) 

●​ Scorers must be sat together at the scorers table courtside  

●​ Scorers must remain neutral, may not coach or comment during the game and have 
no other involvement in the game.  

●​ Technical officials must have a working knowledge of the scoring process including 
how to work out centre passes.  

●​ Ensure that they follow instructions and comply with all health and safety regulations 
that apply to the role they are undertaking. 

●​ Ensure that they are prepared and able to comply with instructions from the umpires/ 
officials.  

●​ Scorers and Timekeepers may not be members of the squad named for that match 
and must cover the whole game.   

●​ The scorers are jointly responsible for keeping an accurate record of the score 

●​ During the match the scorers must record goals for each team as they occur, call the 
correct centre pass if appealed to by an umpire, notify the umpires if a wrong centre 
pass is indicated, ensure umpires are aware of the direction of centre pass after a 
stoppage/interval.  

●​ Timekeepers, who will also be the scorers, are responsible for ensuring that each 
period of play and each interval is of the correct length of time (4 x 12 minutes, 
intervals 2,4,2)  

●​ During the match the timekeepers must notify the umpires when there are 30 seconds 
remaining before the start of a period of play. Start timing when the match is started by 
the umpires whistle.  

●​ When the playing time specified for a quarter/half has elapsed, notify the umpire/s by 
electronic and/or audible means; the controlling umpire then immediately ends play 
(the co-umpire ends play if the controlling umpire is unaware). The method of notifying 
the umpire should be discussed prior to the start of the match. 



●​ Hold time when signalled to do so by the umpire and restart timing when the umpire 
signals for play to resume. 

●​ In the event of an injury/illness of a player, blood or emergency, time will be held by the 
umpire; this is usually 30seconds but may be extended at the umpires discretion 
depending on the severity of the situation. The timekeeper should notify the umpires 
when 10 seconds remain prior to the end of a stoppage for injury/illness of a player, 
blood, or emergency. 

 
●​ Time the suspension period of two minutes playing time for a suspended player and 

advise when the time has elapsed. 

●​ Time the ordered-off period of four minutes playing time for an ordered-off player and 
advise when the time has elapsed.  

TRANSFER OF PLAYERS  

5.​ Junior Player Transfers during the season  

●​ If an Under 18 player (or parent/guardian) from another club approaches your club 
with a request to transfer to your club you must tell them to contact their current club 
coach to inform them of their wish to move to another club.  

●​ In the event of the above occurring your club must also contact the players’ current 
club to discuss the transfer as well as ensuring the player’s parents/guardians are 
included in discussions.  

●​ No adult, in any capacity and under any circumstances must approach an under 18 
player from another club to encourage or pressure them to leave their current club and 
transfer to their club.  

●​  No adult, in any capacity and under any circumstances, must encourage or pressure 
their own club players to encourage or pressure a player from a different club to 
transfer to their club. 

●​ No junior club coach must approach another club’s player’s parents/guardians to 
encourage or pressure them to transfer their daughter to their club.  

●​  If your club requires a player from a different club to play temporarily for your club for 
competition purposes this must be discussed first and foremost with her current club 
coach.  

●​ If a coach or club decides that one of their players would benefit from transferring to a 
different club then they should instigate discussions with the chosen club 

 

 

 



SPECTATORS  

6.​ Parents and Carers  

●​ Encourage my child to play within the rules and respect officials’ and coaches’ 
decisions 

●​ Support my child’s efforts and performance, give positive comments that motivate and 
encourage continued effort and learning 

●​ Understand that competition is about winning and losing, so results are always 
accepted without undue disappointment. 

●​ Be a positive role model to my child by helping them work towards skill improvement 
and high standards of sporting behaviour 

●​ Remember that children learn best by example; I will applaud good play by both my 
child’s team and their opponents. 

●​ Thank the coaches, officials and volunteers who give their time for my child and not 
interfere with their decisions. 

●​ Help when asked by a coach or official 
●​ Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all people involved in the game regardless of 

gender, marital status, race, colour, disability, sexuality, age, occupation, religion or 
political opinion 

●​ Never engage in discriminatory abuse or anti-social behaviour which could include but 
is not limited to racism, sexism, antisemitic, islamophobic, homophobic or transphobic 
behaviour. 

●​ Read the rules of the sport to understand better what I am watching and discussing 
with my child 

●​ Promote this code of conduct to other parents, carers and supporters 
●​ Be aware of my child’s club safeguarding policy and ensure that any concerns are 

reported to the club’s safeguarding officer or England Netball’s Lead Safeguarding 
Officer. 

●​ If any of the above is witnessed at any matches the umpires, coaches and bench have 
the rights to ask the parent/carer to leave the premises until the match is over. If this 
does happen please leave quietly and calmly without causing any more issues. A 
conversation around your behaviour can be had afterwards, if so wished.  

●​ If parents/carers see any Team Officials or Match Officials not following their code of 
conducts or feel as if something is wrong this must be also be reported to Polly Booth 
Junior Lead Secretary within 7 days of the match via email only 
hcna.juniorsec@outlook.com and the club safeguarding officer.  
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